APS has tiered pricing and gives the biggest discounts to small institutions. Blume shows the hypothetical example of "Institution X," a large research institution. Prices for subscription in 1998 are compared to prices in 2004. In 1998, a subscription to all APS journals was $12,000, and in 2004 it was $24,500. Blume notes that in 1998 the titles were available in print only, and Institution X had three subscriptions to all APS journals, as well as fourth subscriptions to two of the titles. Therefore, the true cost to the institution in 1998 was $38,300. In 2004, electronic access supplements the print subscription, so Institution X needs only one subscription to all APS journals, at $24,500.
Blume discusses the APS copyright policy. APS requires authors to transfer copyright to APS, but it grants authors many rights, including the right to make their articles freely available online. Therefore, Blume argues, the APS copyright policy is "a form of open access."
On the topic of open access, Blume notes two possibilities. In one version, articles are available without barriers, scattered across the web. In a more desirable version, a publisher's content is completely available without barriers on the publisher's site. 
